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The Editor presents his high respects to his friends and pat- 
rons, and takes this method of informing them. that, after seme 
unavoidable delays beyond his controul, he now with pleasure 
presents them with the first number of the secand volume of 
the « ROANOKE RELIGIOUS CORRESPONDENT” hop- 
ing they will in future be continued without any interruption ; 
and flatters himself that they will be executed in a manner sa- 
tisfactory to the subscribers. 

The Correspondent will be published once a month on a 
sheet of good paper of the size and form of the first volume, 
and conveyed by mail to the post oflice as directed by each sub- 
scriber, (or sent by other conveyance if so directed) the sub- 
scriber paying the postage.— Terms, one dollar and twenty-five 
cents for twelve numbers, which may be discharged by paying 
one dollar if paid by the 1st of October, 1823.— Any subscriber 
may discontinue his supscription by giving notice by the first 
of August next—and all letters directed to the Editor must be 
post paid. 

N. B. If any of these numters should remain in the post 
office two months and the persen to whom they are directed be 
dead, or removed or should refuse to take them out, the editor 
humbly requesis the post masters to try to procure some per. 
son to take them who will agree to pay for them ; if no suck 
person can be found, let them be carefully preserved in the 


post office, as the Editor intends to take them eut and pay the 
postage. | 
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Bolmean'’s Letter to his Cavote. 








The following letter was written 
£Ol.e years ago, by the Revd. Mr. 
Dolman to a curate whom he had 
employed to assist him in preach- 
ing toa part of his charge. We 
think this letter a good iragment 
Which ought to be gathered Up, 
anc not lost. The reader will re- 
Nember that,acuratein the church 
of England, (where this letter was 
originaliy written) is a subordinate 
minister, employed by some of the 
higher orders of the clergy, to as- 
sist them in the duties of the pas- 
toral charge, or to take the over- 
sight of part ef their beneiice. 

‘ Revp. AND DEAR SIR,” 

« As providence has placed you 
in s9 Hear a connection with me, 
and in so sacred an employ ; I of- 
fer no oiher apology for thus ad- 
dressing you: I do not mean to 
write to you as one of my family, 
much less as my servant, but as a 
feliow labourer in the same impor- 
tant work es myself. I stand an- 
swerable to Ged sir, for employing 
vou, you are accountable to God, 
tome. and your conscience inthe 
Cischargee of that duty, ib tee 
God, and myself have employed 
you. The souls amorgst hi 
you labour, are Geod’s property, 

and my charge ; they are the pur- 
a? hrist’s bleed, and 
his wr j have my teu: porals of 
them, and thnust see thatth¢ v have 
spiritual things of me, and o/ those 
whom I depute a instruct them 
in my ste : this sir, is enough 
© convince vou that [have a rieht 
to know what sort of spivitval foed 

: jntend to set before them trom 

z ne totime. , I bave many years 
azo adopted the following scrip- 
ture for my motto; “ He freach 
7107 cureelves. but Christ Jesue 
the Jord ; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesur’? sake’? may 


fhis be practically yours-—— 
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To preach ourselves 1 nk 
is, for a preacher to run before he 
is sent, there are such inour é ay 
but the question is, who “+ ey are 
that. may be properly sai 1 to he 
sent ; same say. those ane who 
have gone thro’ a re egular course 
of uhiversity education, and cre 
especially ordained ; others that, 
they are such as_ have been ape 
proved, and authorised by the 
Presbytery ; while some others 
say, they are men chosen out of a 
particular church, and by them 
sent forth to preach, or called to 
take ‘¥ pastoral office over them- 
selves® now this may be true in 
a sense, respecting all the three 
modes just mentioned, and yet 
none of them be called of God: or 
to use the answer which you mace 
the bishop last Sunday morninry 
none of then may be inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost to take 
this ofice upon them. May your 
Ife, and eloctrines, and your suc- 
cess i" the work, prove that you 
spoke the truth, and did rot lie, 
when you answered that question. 
Alas: sir, they are not all called 
of God who wear the habit. Can 
you suppose sir, that, a geatiomass 
vko delights in a fine garden, 
wherein are a large number of the 
choicest flowers, which he hes 
coliccted at a great expense, ad 
arranged with much care ; would 
employ 2 man who had no jucg 
ment io manage it, or to one who 
is idly wasting his time in gaming, 
sporting and drinking. Can we 
siippose that a Farmer would 
purchase a flock of sheep, and 
sive them up to the management 
of a person whom+he knew had 
neither skill nor concern, for the 
feeding and taking care of them : 
how then, can we suppose, that 
God, who has purchased souls 
with the blood of Jesus Christ? 


Hh 
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wic wills them to be fcd, and led 
1 the way of ciernal hfe, will 
con ai tiem .o the care ofa man 
wre is ignorant of the worth ol 
such souls, aman ignorant of bis 
own state 5 a dvunkard, a picasure 


Laie I. ch hate iy ot Ci0 cd re na holines . 


Ai:s! gir, there ere such minis- 
ters this kinecom, who have 


} 


bev) set apart for sanctuary ser- 
vice in each of the ebov cmentioned 
genominations. ‘To preach our- 
selves sir, is to preach in sucha 
manner us to display to the peo- 
ple our own erudition and talents. 
Q what pride is here ' Christ has 
nothing to do with such sermons, 
those who act so are generally the 
most cestitute of literature, and 
know nothing of God’s teaching. 
bin preach ourselves may be to 

reach up our own opinions, while 
a" e expose every one to the sever- 
est Censure W ho espouses the sen- 
we reyeck, But there is 
anoiber sense in which a mar may 
be seid to preach bimself, which I 
hink is taken netice of; 
preac holditrg up his own 
expericnce asa standard to which 

come, and from which 
must deviate: that all true 
yeligion Is experimental, and that 
ail Christian experience is scriptu- 
ral, | readily aliow , but that the 
experience of every christian is of 
the same magnitude, I as readily 
Cad deals 
us according to 
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cuer 


we 


aii must 


Hone 


deny ; 


variously with 
his infinite wis- 
dom ; there are many who instead 
of bringing tkeir expericnce to 
the Gospel, are endeavoring to 
recuce the Gospel to theit expe- 
ence, and it is owing to this that so 
many things are said respecting 
the believing soul in its way to 
glory whic h are unscriptural, and 
te nds to distress poor W eak chris- 
tiais. It is too much the method 
even of some popular preachers to 
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the to heavy: ark 
and dismal road ef pain and dis- 
tress, of Coubts, end fears. O sir, 
beware of this; if you find any 
poor sheep tangled amongst the 
brambles of mount Sinai, disen- 
. tangle them. !o se them, and !et 
them go; but dont bring them 
back there again, do not brine an 
of the lambs of your flock to that 
piace ; point distressed souls to 
Jesus, who is able, and willing, 
and ready to deliver them ; you 
may rob many yaung converts o : 
comfort, by telling them they mus 
travel thro’ the Creary ‘ltlcierede 
of temptation, must pass the red 
sea of persecution, with their heads 
bowed down like the bulrush; they 
must walk in darkness, and see no_ 
light ; must have the Lion, the 
Beitv, and the Wolf, let loose on 
them : but is this to represent 
wisdoni’s Ways, as ways o: plea- 
santness, and her paths as paths 
of peace? It is certain; the 
chrisuan must take up his cross 
daily and follow Christ ; sinful self 
must be denied; the mght eye 
must be plucked out, and the 
right hand cut off, that he must 
forsake all and follow Christ, 
wheresoever his providence lea .ds 
him ; vit’ itis equally cel tain, that 
he who calls him to this, and who 
leads him, will also give him 
strength for the cay of exercise > 
yea, will strepethen him with alb 
strength in the inner man. My 
dear sit, learn to divide the word 
of God aright, and to give to eve 
ry man his portion in due season. 
We preach ourselves and not 
Christ our master, when we enter 
the pulpit trusting to our own pre- 
paration ingeniously put together, 
and depending on our method, and 
our memory for correctness, ov 
upon our pathos, and energy, ta 
conumand the attention, or esige 
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the passicis, of our congregation 
topether with a littl: admiration 
from the crowd ; whenever you 
find such dispositions as these, 
God forbid you should try the 
practice ; for then you tempted to 

reach your own dearly beloved 
self and not Christ the Lord. Lo 
exalt Jesus, you must learn to 
find out the sinner; and, (if you 
will allow me the phrase) ferret 
him out of all his hiding places, 
lay siege to all his forts, force him 
out to combat in the open field ; if 


satan shews him all the glories of 


the world, do you shew him all the 
vanity, emptiness, and deceitful- 
ness of it, and while with your 
tongue you are labouring to con- 
vince his understanding, pray to 
God in faith, that his holy spirit 
may convert his soul; set before 

him lirht and darkness, | life and 
death, heav en and hell; strive to 


make your audience follow you in 
all your descriptions, and labor to 
affect their hearts, I would ad- 
vise you to preach a lecture, with 
a close application to yourself fre. 


quently ; preach your intended 
Sermon to yourself in your study, 
in the presence of God, before you 
deliver it to your congregation ; 
and then while feeding others, ex- 

ect and look for more food your- 
self; O, itis sweet preaching when 
we are feasung ourselves upon 
those truths we are holding up to 
others: I will give you four 
themes to preach upon, first in 
your studv to yourself ; secondly, 
in the pulpit to the congregation. 
ist. What am I by nature? d. 
W iat am I by grace ? 3d. What 
was Iinmyfirstbirth? 4th. What 
am I now in my second birth ‘— 
Every clergyman shou'd preach 
these four lectures over and over 
to himself, before ke iyplies for 
ordination, and if he dges not, and 


© 
~ 


ts 
cannot do this, ordination ever 
can make hin a good preacher, 
nor will it make a man holy in ei. 
ther heart, life, or .conversation, 
[ have read of one of the Fathers, 
that he thundered in his preaching 
and lightened in his life ; may my 
Curate do so likewise. There are 
three books which I have found of 
great use to me in preaching 
Christ: Ist. Doctor Jennings on 
hireaching Christ, 2d. Richard 
Baxter’s reformed Pastor ; whilst 
reading this, my very flesh has 
moved on my bones, and my blood 
thrilled in my veins; no matter if 
he was not orthodox to the bone, 
I belicve he was so in heart and 
seul, as it respected love and zeal 
for Christ, and the souls of men. 
sd. Doctor Matthews’ advice to 
his son respecting the ministry, 
called “ The angels frrefiarine to 
sound the trumpets.’” You say, 
you never saw doctor South’s ser- 
mons: the following hints are 
from one of them upon preaching 
Christ: “ Christ has a fourfold re- 
lation to preaching. ‘st. He is 
the text; and all preaching besides 
Christ, is besides the text, there- 
fore, keep to your text. 2dly. 
Christ is the very foundation and 
subject matter of preaching ; and 
all preaching without Christ is 
building castles in the air. 3d. 
Christ is the very life, and soul of. 
preaching ; and all preaching with- 
out him, is like a body without 
life and spirit. 4th. Christ is the 
great end of preaching ; preaching 
is to manifest his glory, and when 
Christ is not preaching the end is 
lost.” Let the following conside- 
rations induce you, with your 

whole heart, soul, and body, te ° 
preach faithfully. Ist. Your own 
declaration, and vows, at the altar, 
when you received holy orders, in 


the solerman prosence of God and 
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—— 
man. Secondly, the worth ofeve- 
ry one of these souls to whom you 

reach; look on them ; every one 
of them wall witness for, or against 
you in the great day. Thirdly, 
view the awful state of fallen man ; 
your master pried them ; paid 
their debts ; provided mercy and 

ardon for them; and has sent you 
to declare, to persuade them to re- 
ceive it, and to give in your own 
evidence to the truth of it, do it 
fuithfuly. Fourthly, behold the 
le inguid state of religion; strive to 
receive it; begin with yourself.— 
Fifthly, your shining as a bright 
star in glory: having thro’ grace 
been instrumental in turning ma- 
ny to righteousness ; ; once more, 
dear sir, permit me to intreat you 
to beg of God, that by his good 
spirit you may be instructed to 

reach Christ so as to profit the 
church of God; and for that end 
labor to preach Christ, judicious 
ly, scripturally, & experimentally, 
zealously, affectionately, and plain- 
ly : set him forth in his everlasting 
love to lost man; in his covenant 
engagements for sinners; his keep- 
ing of the law, and satisfying the 
7’ wiice of God for his people ; his 
faithfulness in calling, converting, 
pardoning and justifying rebel sin- 
ners, and keeping them through 
faith unto salvation. Set forth the 
creat Master in all his offices and 
characters in which he stands re- 
lated to his saints; set him fourth 
in all his perfections and glory.— 
Now sir, if you are determined to 
feed the flock of God, and to deli- 
ver your own soul, what do you 
think of preaching of Christ. 

Tam sir, your reai frond and 
fellow labourer. 

—— 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE MINISTERS OP 
CHRIST. 


Remarkg on Daniel xii. 3; -“ They 


that be wise, shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteous. 
ness, as the stars for ever and ever. 


It has been the pleasure of the 
Holy Spirit, in the sacred writings, 
to mingle subjects which are plain 
and obvious, with others which 
are mysterious and sublime. The 
former afford the immediate means 
of edification; the latter encou- 
rage our researches, contribute to 
the enlargement of the mind, and 
excite a spirit of holy adoration. 

To no portion of the Divine wri- 
tings are these observations more 
appropriate, than to the book of 
Daniel. The former chapters are 
historical, and easily comprehend- 
ed ; the latter are prophetical and 
obscure. They may, in part, be 
understood by comparing them 
with the history of the Jews, the 
Grecians and other nations, from 
the days in which they were writ- 
ten, to the coming ofthe Messiah ; 
but they will never be fully com- 
prehended until the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead be raised. 
The connexion of the above pas- 
sage presents some difficulty, in 
common with other sections, con- 
cerning which our Lord has said, 
‘ Let him that readeth understand;’ 
but the passage itselfis plain, and 
conveys sentiments of the highest 
importance. 

Let us ask, Who are the wise, 
and what is their destiny ? 

It is evident, the subjects of the 
wisdom of this world merely, can- 
not be intended. Scientific im- 
provements, compared with a state 
of intellectual ignorance, deserve 
to be improved ; but when con- 
trasted with gracious attainments, 
will be found of little value. “It 
is written, I will destroy the wis- 
dom of the wise, and will bring to 
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no. uncdcrstandmy of the 
prudent. Where is the wise! 
where is the-scribe ? where is the 
disputer of this world? Hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world.” 

The spirituaily wise are chil- 
dren thot have been taught of the 
Lord. The righteous. the wise, 
and their works, are in his hand. 
They have been engaged in a pa- 
tient investigation of the great 
source of truth, the sacred scrip- 
tures. They have given themselves 
to reading, and have studied to 
show themselves workmen ap- 

roved of God. ‘They are persons 
of an humble temper. If sound 
learning have a tendency to pro- 
duce modesty of character, and to 
destroy all unreasonable scelf-es- 
eem, sound piety will produce 
still greater effects. The sincere 
Christian is content to become a 
fool, that he may be wise. His 
petition before the throne of his 
God is often repeated, ** What | 
know not, teach thou me.”’ Inthe 
sacred volume, a wise man is op- 
posed to a wicked man, as in the 
10th verse of the chapter before 
us. He is wise to that which is 
good. He walks circumspectly, 
not as a fool, but as wise, redeem- 
ing the time. 

What has been stated, applies 
with propriety to every Christian 
who has attained to some degree 
of eminence in the divine life ; but 
the wisdoin recommended in the 
words on which we are treating, 
is connected with effort—miuniste- 
rial effort, to impart wisdom to 
others. It is a melancholy fact, 
that men, in general, are far from 
righteousness. To prepare the 
soul for evangelical exercises and 
divine consolation, a turning must 
take plaice: ** The Lord testified 
against Isracl and Judah, by all 
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the prophets and by all the seers, 

saying,“ Turn ye from your eyjj 

ways, and keep my command. 

ments and my statutes.” In ef. 

fecting this change, it is the plea. 

sure of God to employ human in. 

struments, We,’ said Pauland 

Barnabas at Lystra, “ We also are 

men of like passions with you, and 

preach unto you that ye should 

turn from these vanities unto the 

living God.” Jt was a part of the 

commission of Christ to the apos- 
tles, that, being sent to the Gen. 
tiles, he should open their eyes, 
and turn them from > darkness to 
light. In this view of the subject, 
* he that winneth souls is wise.” 
Sometimes it is the pleasure of 
God so far to succeed the labours 
of his servants, that through their 
instrumentality, many are turned, 
Though the disciples had at one 
time toiled and rowed and taken 
nothing, when, at the command of 
the Saviour, they made another 
attempt, their net was full. ‘Phey 
were thenceforward to “ catch 
men,’ and, as the miracle indi- 
cates, soinetimes to catch them in 
crowds. Multitudes were turned 
to the Lord, at the festival of Pen- 
tecost, and, shortly after, it was 
found that *“ the men that believed 
were about five thousand.’”’ The 
upright and labourious minister 
of Christ, must not, however, be 
discouraged, if his usefulness e- 
qual not his expectations and 
desires. His ministrations may 
have been profitable beyond his 
apprehensions. The seed which 
he has scattered may produce a 
bounteous harvest, when himself 
shall have rested from his labours 
And, after all, it is not the suc= 
cessful, but the good and faithful 
servant, that shall hear the Master 
say * Weil done.” 


Let the reader again peruse tho, 
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ords at the head of this essay.— 
will find that the honours they 
Eyhib:t shail be enjoyed by every 
belicver. Inshe present life, the 
oliowers of Curist are the light 
of the world. “ A man’s wi.dom 
maketh his face to shine.’? Paul, 
sxhorting the Philippians, says, 
‘ Do all things without murmur- 
ings and disputings, that ye may 
be blameless and harmless in the 
midst of a crooked generation, 
Bamong whom ye shine as lights in 
the world.””? Inrelation to the lite 
‘to come, Jesus hath said, “ Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their 
| Father.” 

This honor shall more espe- 
eialiy descend on the ministers of 
Ftruth. They that be wise, or, as 
the word may signify, they that 
communicate wisdom, shall shine. 
The words are by Jewish exposi- 
tors applied to the days of the 
Messiah. Preachers of Christ arc 
stars: * Fhe seven stars are the 
aigels of the seven churches.”?— 
It is theirs now to shine by the 
purity of their conversation, by 
the solemnity of their tesumony, 
by their patience in suffering, and 
by their perseverance in the path 


He 


oicuty unto the end. In each of 
these senses, John the Benptist was 
a burning and a shining heht. 
The glories of the faiunful mes- 
sengcrs of Christ are chiefly re- 
served fora future state. 4t that 
dime, when Michael shall stand 
up, the great Prince which stand- 
eth up for the children of the pco- 
ple of God—when many of them 
which sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to ever- 
lasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt, then they 
that turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever. Their real character, and 
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the retributions of the Redeemer, 
shall be conspicuous to meu and 
seraphim. Jeiu, in vision, saw 
the “ gour and twenty eicels sit- 
ting, clothed in tam cnt : 
aid they had on dictr heads crowns 
of gold.”” And what are eiders, 
but such es kad been presbyters 
in the churches of Christ. Itisa 
fine and animating idca given by 
the revelator in his Cescription of 
the person of Christ, *‘ He had in 
his right hand seven stars.2. How 
beautifully does the passage indi- 
cate the protecuon which they en- 
joy, the agency in which they are 
employed, and high and splendid 
honours which they shail pes- 
sess ! 

Do the heavens, as monuments 
of Divine power and wisdom, de- 
clare the g'ory of God? Sodo the 
ministers of Christ. Does the fir- 
mament display diversities of lus- 
tre? The gifts and improvements 
of ministers are equally various. 
In the resurrection all shail ap- 
pear luminous, though one star 
differ from another star in glory. 
Do the heavenly bodies shine use- 
fully on each other. and usefully 
on man! Jt is mere than probable, 
that these who have proved bies- 
sings on earth, may be einployed in 
future services in the cveriastings 


kinedom of God, which may cen- 
tribute to the inforniation and rep- 
ture of ransomed miulions. fi 
for an apostle to stay in the flesh 
were more prolitable fer his bre- 
thren, who can demonstrate that 
it was equally profitable for ail 
parts of the universo? The fu- 
ture splendours of the servants of 
Christ shall never be diminished. 
Secretary Thompson, following 
the version of the Septuagint, 
translates the words we ere consi- 
dering, they “ shail shine like the 
stars for aves, aud longer.” Their 
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HOw. . understandme of ‘the 
prudent. Where is the wise? 
where is the-scribe ? where is the 


disputer of this world? Hath not 
God made foolish the wisdoin of 
this world.” 

The spirituaily wise are chil- 
dren thot have been taught of the 
Lord. The rightcous. the wise, 
and their works, are in his hand. 
They have been engaged in a pa- 
tient investigation of the great 
source of truth, the sacred scrip- 
tures. They have given themselves 
to reading, and have studied to 
show themselves workmen ap- 
proved of God. ‘They are persons 
of an humble temper. If sound 
learning have a tendency to pro- 
duce modesty of character, and to 
destroy al! unreasonable sclf-es- 
teem, sound piety will produce 
still greater effects. The sincere 
Christian is content to become <¢ 
fool, that he may be wise. His 
petition before the throne of his 
God is often repeated, ** What | 
know not, teachtheu me.”’ Inthe 
sacred volume, a wise man Is op- 
posed to a wicked man, as in the 
10th verse of the chapter before 
us. He is wise to that which is 
good. He walks circumspectly, 
not as a fool, but as wise, redeem- 
ing the time. 

What has been stated, applies 
with propriety to every Christian 
who has attained to some degree 
of eminence in the divine life ; but 
the wisdoin recommended in the 
words on which we are treating, 
is connected with effort—ministe- 
rial effort, to impart wisdom to 
others. It is a melancholy fact, 
that men, in general, are far from 
righteousness. To prepare the 
soul for evangelical exercises and 
divine consolation, a turning must 
take plice: “* The Lord testified 
against Isracl and Judah, by all 
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the prophets and by all the seers, 
saying, “ Turn ye from your evil 
ways, and keep my command- 
ments and mv statutes.’ In ef- 
fecting this change, it is the plea- 
sure of God to employ human in- 
struments, * We,” said Paul and 
Barnabas at Lystra, “ We also are 
men of like passions with you, and 
preach unto you that ye should 
turn from these vanities unto the 
living God.” It was a part of the 
commission of Christ to the apos- 
tles, that, being sent to the Gen- 
tiles, he should open their eyes, 
and turn them from darkness to 
light. In this view of the subject, 
‘“ he that winneth souls is wise.’’ 
Sometimes it is the pleasure of 
Cod so far to succeed the labours 
of his servants, that through their 
instrumentality, many are turned. 
Though the disciples had at one 
time toiled and rowed and taken 
nothing, when, at the command of 
the Saviour, they made another 
attempt, their net was full. Phey 
were thenceforward to “ catch 
men,’ and, as the miracle indi- 
cates, soinetimes to catch them in 
crowds. Multitudes were turned 
to the Lord, at the festival of Pen- 
tecost, and, shortly after, it was 
found that “the men that believed 
were about five thousand.” The 
upright and labourious minister 
of Christ, must not, however, be 
discouraged, if his usefulness e- 
qual not his expectations and 
desires. His ministrations may 
have been profitable beyond his 
apprehensions. The seed which 
he has scattered may produce a 
bounteous harvest, when himself 
shall have rested from his labours. 
And, after all, it is not the suc- 
cessful, but the good and faithful 
servant, that shall hear the Master 
say * Well done.” 
Let tho reader again peruse tho, 
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words at the heac of this essay.— 
He will find that the honours they 
exhid sliail be enjoyed bV every 
belicver. Inehe present life, the 
followers of Cuarist are the light 
of the world. “ A man’s wi.dom 
maketh his face to shine.’ Paul, 
exhorting the Philippians, says, 
« Do all things without murmur- 
ings and disputings, that ye may 
be blameless and harmless in the 
midst of a crooked generation, 
among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world.”’ Inrelationto the lite 
to come, Jesus hath said, “ Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.’ 

This honor shall more espe- 
eially descend on the ministers of 
truth. Lhey that be wise, or, as 
the word may signify, they that 
communicaie wisdom, shall shine. 
The words are by Jewish exposi- 
tors applied to the days of the 
Messiah. Preachers of Christ are 
stars: * Fhe seven stars are the 
ansels of the seven churches.”— 
It is theirs now to shine by the 
purity of their conversation, by 
the solemnity of their tesumony, 
by their patience in suffering, and 
by thei perseverance in the e path 
of duty unto ithe end. In each of 
these senses, John the Baptist was 
a burning and a shining light. 

‘Tbe eglorics of the faithful mes- 
sengcrs of Christ are chiefly re- 
served for a future state. zt that 
fjime, When Michael shall stand 
up, the great Prince whic# stand- 
eth up for the children of the pco 
ple of God—when many of them 
which sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to ever- 
lasting: life, and some to shame and 
everlasti: ig contempt, then they 
that turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and 


eyer, Their real character, and 
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the retributions of the Redeemer, 
shall he CULIS picuous {6 micii ab cf 
seraphi in). John, in vViSicn, saw 
the ¢ four anc twe! Ly e,Ce€l1s & 
ting, clothed in baim crt : 
aid thev had on idhctrhbeacs crowns 
of gold.’ And what are elders, 
but such es had beer presbyters 
in the churches of Christ. Itisa 
fine and animating ” a given by 


Vi SLE 


the revelator in his SC ription ot 


the person of Christ, $6 oF ie? bad in 
his right hand seven stars.’ How 
beautifully does the passage indi- 
cate the protecuon which they en- 
joy, the agency in which they are 
employed, and high and splendid 
honours which they shall pes- 
6eSS - 

Do the heavens, as monuments 
of Divine power and wisdom, de- 
clare the g'ory of God? Sodo the 
ministers of Christ. Does the fir- 
mement display diversities of lus- 
tre? The gifts and improvements 
of ministers are equally various. 
In the resurrection all shail ap- 
pear luminous, though one star 
differ from another star in glory. 
Do the heavenly bodies shine use- 


fully on each other, and usefully 


onman! !tis mere than probable, 
that those who have provec d bles- 


sings on earth, n May be ein ployed in 
luture services in the cverias lini 
kinedom of God, which may cen- 


, at . + > + * ‘ ; * ‘ ] . e. 
tribute to the information and rp- 


ture of ransomed millions. Ii 


for an apostle to stay in the flesh 
were more proiitable fer his | 

thren, who can demonstrate that 
it was eaually ‘profit { 
parts of the universe 


’ 


} 
- 
+ 
P 


ture splendours of the servants of 


Chi ist shall never be diminished. 
Secretary Thompson, following 
the version of the Septuagint, 
translates the words we ere consi- 
dering, they * shail shine hike the 
> Their 
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Rev. I. D. Price. 
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been unvemitingly kind during 
our stay. Wo have at length 
obtained a passage for Ran. 
gsoou. We are now ail on 
board, expecting to sail early 
to-morrow morning. The ves- 
sel in which we go is command. 
ed by Arabs. and manned with 

aascars. We areallalone, as 
respects language. among more 
than 50 persons; but as our 
navigator speaks Burman, [ 
hope to gain something during 
the voyage. Wewere obliged, 
after a three weeks’ attempt to 
cheapen, to engage for 500 ru- 
pees: of which we get back 100, 
to lay in our provisions, 

Mrs. Judson arrived here a 
short time before us, on her 
way to America. She com- 
plains much of her side. Mr, 
Hough has been waiting only 
tc hear from brother Jadson, 
in order to proceed to NRan- 
eon. 


——w 
From the same to the same, dated 
Ranaoon, Dec. 14, 1821. 

Rev. and esteemed brother, 

l embrace the first opportu- 
nity of informing you of our 
safe arrival in this place. Yes- 
terday morning, at sunrise, we 
were saluted by the glitter of 
the splendid pagoda, and the 
loug range oO novels CO Nposing 
the town of Rangoon, At 9 
g'clock we met our solitary 
brother ou the whart, and after 
gidergoing a search at the 
custom house, were conducted 
to this place, the transient 
abade of so many different 
missiguaries, Lhere we indalg- 

































ed inthe fuxury af mutual corn- 
munications till bed time, in- 
ter pt tof only ivashort walk 
this’ ag the tow Ms ad by the 
Burman converts’ evening wor- 
ship. Brother Judson ts all I 
had expected. and more, With 
talents and picty exceeded by 
few, he unites a suavity of man- 
ners, Which captivates the 
heart at once. Three of the 
converts were at evening wor- 
ship, Moung Shwa-ba, Moung 
Ing, and Moung Bya. Moung 
Swa-ba shows a pliysiognomy 
of solidity, paticnce, and sin- 
cere devotion. He expresses to 
brother Todson a wish toknow 


the spiritual age, as he cable: 


it. of myselfand partner—said 
he hoped his own heart kad 
been made new for more than 
a year; and in reply to ques 
tions velating to the charact 


of Jesus Christ, the proofs of 


sincere love to him, and the 
duty of entire trustin hin, he 
exyressed himseif with much 


know ledge scl niety. 


° % * . ? — 
Phis morning we were busi- 


ly employed in getting all our 


things trom. the chip, and in 
the afternoon, from 1 to 3 
o'clock, in opening them for 
the inspection of the govern- 
ment. We were permitted to 
take them inimediately to the 
missionhouse, and were shortly 
after honoured with a visit 
from the head man of the cus- 
tom-house, inquiring my age, 
my qualitications as a physi- 
Clan, especially whether L could 
cure the chole ‘ra, and wave us 
f understand his majesty at 


~— 


Ava might 
ASK BLiNnil Al GAC tobe should 
he hear of ous arvival. Whts 
man is one of the nobivs of the 
country, and sppeas entirey 
divested of the common rusti- 
city aid wiliness of Burmana, 
He took his leave.,after politely 
refusing, and then accepting, 
asmall present of tea and two 
quires of white paper. 

This evening, after tea, I 
was gratified by Moung Swa- 
ba and Moung Ing following 
brother Judson in prayer ; aad 
though it was in an unknown 
tongue in which they spoke, yee 
it Was one of the [yi esiaie est 
prayer-meetings I ever attend- 
ed. We hare coeaged our 
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Christ 

lL had almest forgot to men- 
tion that eur passage from 
Be: al hither was very Meas 
sant, with the occurrence ei 
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the extreme arr oat aie 


Arab crew gave one simulta 
neous allah J or. praise to God. 
Gur accommodations were ve- 
ry good—the captain and nok- 
Kodars, (saupercargoes) very 
Kind and attentive—rough pla- 
ces were made smooth; aud 
we have entered on our mis- 
Sion with alacrity and strengt) 
of faith, suchas we had hardly 
dared to hope for, even in full 
Feilance on the promise of 
Strengtu equal to the day. 
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rode) Oreces of tle sity. oak 
hoy diferent of qeasatioag 
‘ ' 4? f 
Wea we hear with our ears te 
| Vv envel vie 1 hau MMe i 
seo With ome eyes’ the suppit- 
cating gestures for helo of tha 


survivior fewon a piece of the 
oo a8 car! > ‘ 
Suip, Wao, tae next moment, 


are embos rrpedd ii) thie deer, 
We have heard that mothers 
in India are often seen feeding 
the voracious crocodile wita 
thei ove) chil Ie + a vd thy +: 
handreds aod thousands of 
wretched flindoo females are 
constantly sacrificed o1 the 
funeral pit. Dat lef as. my 
Christian friends, while we ex- 
amine the plate before us, cone 
sileritas a religious vite to be 
perfor aed by a beloved sister 
ov friend, before an enlivhtea- 
ed Civistina assembly. and 
then, off then ask, shoull wa 
do nothin to save her 2? 


This horrid) practice ts. otis 
continued, as wiht so seen Oy 
the followin’ account : 
ia. 19, 432 About tive 
o’clock this afternoon, says @ 
Missionary at Calcutta, | re- 
ceived intelligence, that a woe 
aio Was about to bara with tae 
cocose of her busband. tf went 
piuediat tly to the whaut, AGe 


companied by our nalive Drto- 


>}? ‘kh : distance Was aout 
a milo from our house. Dany 
of the brahmanus knew us. and 


ouv arvival was the segaal for 


~~ 


t 
L; 


' 
shouttig hurree bole hurvee bol. 
We veminded thea that give 


ernment had forbid force te bo 
used, and they desisted. Now 
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she worman came from bathing. 
and as she approached the pile 
peated. Upon her coming up, 
{he brahmans all surrounded 
her in a moment, and six or 
eight of these monsters had got 
held of her. PT pretested they 
gere using vielence. To con- 
virce me, however, thatshe was 
fietng it trom chetcee. a bral 
man. Who knew me very well. 
caused them te stand still. that 
IPnveht put the question to her 
} did so, and understood her 
to say. ¢It was her desire to go 
With her husband.’ Upon this. 
anothc: shout was set Ul}. end 
they harried her round the pile 
the seventh time, When she 
stocd still for a short time to 
adjust her clothes, and began 
te mount the pile, the tender 
hearted brahmans” rendering 
her so much assistance that 
Wiat littl strength she hed was 
guite unnecessary tobe exerted 
or thas part of the fatal precess 
When she had mounted. ano- 
ther veil was set ups she laid 
herse i down, and put ber hus 
band’s withered arm. around 
her. All now was haste to ces- 
patch the business. FT could 
bear ano more, 

The Asiatic Journal. printed 
on the spot, gives the tollowing 
account of a Suttee near Cal 
cuttin 

* Or Wednesday. Aug &, 


ek ek) eta ee 
a shout of hurree bol was re- 


Si, daurbanee, bh man et cay 
siderahic wen 1G pespecta 
bil ry. aged 1 “ theca ‘this 


) a ee ‘ ‘ ts \i i¢ 


* 


fo anutver Human sacitiice, in 


he vielit? Was an unreime 
' ‘ o 4 e - 
NOMhy pore ity woman. of 17 or 


‘> — , * % 
I8 vears of eee. and in appear. 


ance and aspect go Inte} cting, 
’ . 4 
thet hier urbane yard untimely 
’ 
fate created an unusual decree 


of sympathizing pity in « eur. 
rounding mob of thevenacc ,——» 
The high rank of the deces ci, 
and the great personel b orty 
of the victim. gave urnsnal ine 
terest and importance to th; 
Suttee. and rencered the tra- 
rical spe tacle vs ry imposing 
The devotee was the cnly 
daughter of a man of caste « 
qually high with her decease 
husband, and of greater for. 
tune: so thet fear. whic’ ten 
often embitters a wiroe-d ite, 
ile fear of unknown Privations 
and distresses. and ell the 
Whips and arrews of 

scorn and neglect. could Lave 
had ne inflvence tn | 


weed =f 


this seli-af | 
might hase been pretracted for 
mat -omltertable 
enjoyment of affluence. But 
such. alas !isthe unaccountable 


years tn the 
* 


3 
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delusions of these fen ale veta- 
rics of superstition, thet peth- 


Ingon carth appears capab! 


oe be . . —. > ae . 
‘ol arvesting the mad cesien of 


destruction when once taken. 
lie blandist ments of torrvre, 
the sight oO; SOrrewWine tmeras, 


the potency of maternal af® ce 
tion. the praspects of the most 
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stance. as in most instances of 
the kind. I fear. the unhappy 
woman was hurrted to her doom 
in the Grst paroxvsms of her 
grief Phave stated that her 
husband’s demise occurred a- 
bout one o’clock : and at five, 
he widow was called to the 
awfal “pile. Such indeed was 
the zeal and anxiciy of the sur- 
rounding relatives to close the 
abominable rite with the set- 
ting sun. that in desnite of the 
Tannah’s interference. they 
would net wait the arrival of 
the usual orders from the ma 

eistrates. In fact, it is proha- 
ble that she was committed to 
the flames even be! 

port reached him of the circam- 
stances at all. and at six ofclock 
the glowing ashes of this infer. 
esting individual were all that 
could be seen. 

T need not describe the cere- 
monies of the melancholy occa- 
sion; they have become 
andcan afford no 
the perusal ; suffice it thereiore 
to say, that this fair victimn met 
her doom with 


ore any Pe- 


trite 


se 


pleasure rh 
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fortitude. After distributing 
alms. to the amount of 15 or 


16,000 rupees, she performed 
the usual Poojalis. and weut 
into the pile with so much stea 
diness and composure, as to 
attract admiration which was 
accordingly expressed in loud 
sheuting Hurry bool! Her sul- 
ferings must have been short. 
No noise was heard ; no strug 
giings seen.” 


We have lately reccived a 


3 —~ 
brief account of the gracious 
work of God in the revival of 
religion which is still progresss 
ing in Orange, and some ad. 
jacent counties in the state of 
North Carolina: by a brother 
Elder, who returned from a 
preaching visit to those churche 
es, in July last.— Editor. 

Phis memorable work come 
menced in the lower end of 
Orange County sometime in 
October, 1821 5 congregations 
were numerous, attentive, and 
solemn ; the word of God was 
quick and powerful, indeed ! 
hundreds of enquiring souls 
were crying out, ** what must 
we do to be saved.”? The Mi- 
nisters of the Gospel, now be- 
gan to labor with the greatest 
faithtulness, zeal, and activity, 
as uf willing to spend and be 
spent in good earnest ; chris- 
tian professors seemed to be 
rapidly advancing in the divine 
life, and to enjoy the sweet 
smiles of zion’s king. These 
streams of love and mercy, (like 
the streams from the Rock in 
the wilderness) spread with 
wonderful velocity from house 
to house, frem neighborhood to 
neighborhood, and frem church 
to church ; wives and husbands, 
children and parents, masters 
aud servants, the sprightly 
youth, and the grey-headed 
sire, all seemed actuated by the 
game divine impulse, to earnest- 
ly and diligently seek the sal- 
vation of their immortal souls. 
The Gospel labourers «ho were 
engaged in this pleasing, pain- 
ful, work, watched over it with 
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an anxious solicitude ; lest they 
should have laboured in vain ; 
but, blessed be God, their most 
sanguine hopes are fully real- 
ized, smiling crowds of newly 
heaven-born souls, soon began 
to sweetly say, “* come all ye 
that fear the Lord, and I will 
-tell what he has done for my 
soul.” The number which hid 
joined themselves to Enoc 
Church, the last accounts was 
about 540, and considerably 
more than that number have 
been joined to the several Bap- 
tist Churches in Orange, Cha- 
tham and Wake ; besides con- 
siderable numbers which united 
to other societies—This glori- 
ous work seems to be still ma- 
jestically spreading in several 
directions, 


* And let the whole Earth be filled 
with his glory, Amen, and Amen.” 





CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE. 
Excessive confidence in re- 


ligion is hardly to be distin- 
guished from arrogance. It is 
never the means, and seldom 
the consequence of a religious 
life, «* Let us not trust, then, 
too much, to any temperary 
excitements in religion; and 
much less think ourselves se- 
cure, because we have made a 
competent profession of our 
faith. Let us remember, too, 
that no man is allowed to make 
wanton trial of his faith and 
Virtue. A man may be justly 
left to be overcome by a trial, 
Which he has presumptuously 
sought, when he might have 
triumphed over a temptation, 
and stood a test, which was 
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presented to lim in the ordina- 
ry course of Providence. The 
spirit of the Christian life is. 
indeed, a spirit of pewer and 
fortitude : but it is always join- 
ed with humility, distrust of 
one’s self, humble estimation af 
our own powers, and deep sen- 
sibilitv of the infirmity of ':1- 
man virtue. The daily prayer 
of the Christiay ts—'ead usm ¢ 
into tem»tation, but dv res 
from evil. “ Let him whe 
thinketh he standeth, take heed, 
lest he fall.”’ 


—_——— 


ANECDOTE. 


‘s Pana,” said a little bey to 
his father, «* what is the mean- 
ing ef the words Cherubim and 
Seraphim, which we meet with 
in the Holy Scriptares ?°— 
‘+ Cherubim,” replied his fa- 
ther, «‘is a Hebrew word sig- 
nifying knowledge; Seraphim 
is another word of the same 
language, and signifies flame. 
Whence it is supposed, that 
the Cherubim are angels whe 
excel in knowledge; and the 
Seraphim are angels likewise, 
who excel in loving God_”"—«« 
hope, then,” said the little boy, 
+swhen I die I shall be a se- 
raph; for | would rather love 
God than know all things 





The annual meetine of the 
Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Se. 
ciety, was held in that city im 
May last. This seciety has 
been in existence 11 years, 
during which time it has cel. 
lected the sum ef 86,62 LU. 
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Poetry. 





Oe 
In the Septuagint, a psalm rs added to the number of fisalme ordinarte 
ly admitted in the sacred cannon. It is called a fisalm of Davi 
written by himself, when he fought single-handed with Goliah. It 
is said (0 have been wriiten in firose, but it possesses the same ge- 
neral characters of froetry that are found in his other Writings mw 
The following is nearly a literal translations ; 


MraAn among my brethren, I, 
(Least of Jessee’s family,) 
Taught my father’s flocks to feed 
©’er the mountain, o’er the mead. 


See the labour of my hands! 

There the sw eet-tubed organ stands, 
Here the psaltery, whose chord 
Vibrates honour tomy Lord. 


He, attentive from the skies, 
Heard the mingled music rise, 
Called me from the shepherd’s toil, 
Shedding his anointing oil. 


Great and graceful, bright and strong$ 
All my brothers passed along : 

God did not in them delight, 

I was comely in his sight. 


I the proud Philistine met, 

Heard his curses. mocked his threat 9 
Yrom his side his sword I drew, 

And reproach from Israel flew ! 





